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1. Introduction 
 
The fifth edition of the UK Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS 5.0) has been endorsed by PEFC as being 
fully compliant with their Sustainable Forest Management Requirements. The ‘Effective Date’ for PEFC 
certificate holders was 1st December 2024. 
 
The revised standard included changes to requirement 4.10.1 (previously 4.9.1) which addressed game rearing 
and release. The rationale for the changes was to safeguard ground flora and fauna on high conservation value 
(HCV) and other protected sites. Both FSC and PEFC standards require that conservation values are identified 
and maintained or enhanced.  
 

• The amended requirement was for all new game release pens to be located outside areas of high 
conservation value and for existing game release pens within areas of high conservation value to be 
taken out of use within 24 months of the effective date of the revised standard i.e. by 30th November 
2026. 

 
• A number of owners, managers and representative associations raised concerns at the implications of 

the amended requirement 4.10.1 (previously 4.9.1). This is a particular issue for lowland and more 
traditional woodlands where game shooting often provides a significant income over and above 
timber receipts.  

 
• These concerns were debated at length and in detail by the UKWAS steering group.  

 
• At their May 2025 meeting, the steering group charged the UKWAS revision working group to review 

and, if thought fit, amend Requirement 4.10.1. https://ukwas.org.uk/ukwas-responds-to-concerns-
over-new-game-release-pen-requirement/  

 
• At its recent meeting (11th November 2025), the UKWAS steering group considered and approved the 

recommendation of its revision working group that requirement 4.10.1 on game release pens should 
be revised through a formal amendment process. A public announcement to that effect was made on 
17th November 2025. https://ukwas.org.uk/ukwas-game-release-pen-requirements-to-be-revised/  

 
2. The review, revision and consultation process 
 
The formal UKWAS standard-setting process as set out in the document: UKWAS Standard-setting Process 
(Version 3.1), applies to this proposed amendment to UKWAS 5.0.  
 
The revision process is based on evidence-gathering and thorough consultation with stakeholders.   
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An independent revision working group comprising an independent chair and a balance of economic, 
environmental and social stakeholders appointed by the UKWAS steering group has prepared an initial revision 
draft of requirement 4.10.1.  
 
The revision and consultation processes are being taken forward in five phases including two stakeholder 
consultation phases. Indicative timings are as follows: 
 

- Phase 1 (November/December 2025): working group to prepare Initial Revision Draft  
- Phase 2 (December/February 2026): stakeholder consultation 1 (60 days)  
- Phase 3 (February/March 2026): working group to analyse stakeholder feedback and prepare Second 

Revision Draft  
- Phase 4 (March/April 2026): stakeholder consultation 2 (60 days)  
- Phase 5 (May 2026): working group to analyse stakeholder feedback and prepare Pre-approval Draft 

and remit to steering group.  
 
Key document 
 

- UKWAS Standard-setting process (Version 3.1): https://ukwas.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/12/UKWAS-Standard-Setting-Process-Version-3.1-13.09.23-FINAL.pdf  
 

 
3. Revision of the Standard 
 
The revision working group was supported by technical experts during a series of meetings which included a 
field visit to the Duchy of Cornwall woodlands in Herefordshire to view and discuss the concerns of all parties. 
 
The revision working group has now prepared an initial revision draft of 4.10.1. The amended text sets out to 
achieve an appropriate balance of interests. The steering group has discussed the draft and fully supports the 
proposed text. The revision working group is now seeking stakeholders’ views on their draft.  
 
Two versions of the Initial Revision Draft 4.10.1 are available: 
 

- One version shows the proposed text with all changes accepted https://ukwas.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2025/12/UKWAS-4.10.1-DRAFT-v.4.3-clean-copy-16.12.25.pdf 

- The second version shows deleted and additional text so you can see what has changed 
https://ukwas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/UKWAS-4.10.1-DRAFT-v.4.3-highlighted-changes-
16.12.25.pdf.  

 
 
4. Summary of changes 
 
The following changes are proposed: 
 
4.1 Requirements (normative) 

• 4.10.1b) An additional requirement to map release pen locations, area and stocking density. This 
provides a baseline for auditing. 

• 4.10.1c) (formerly b) The scope of the requirement is changed from ‘areas of high conservation value’ 
to ‘areas identified in sections 4.1 to 4.4 and 4.9’ of the standard. This is because: 

o Section 4.6, ‘Watershed management and erosion control’, is dropped as it was considered to 
be a landscape-level requirement not readily applicable to the small scale of game release 
pens. 
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o Section 4.9, ‘Protection of cultural and historic environment sites’ is added in line with the 
more comprehensive coverage of the protection of historic environment values throughout 
UKWAS 5.0. 

• The revised scope of 4.10.1 is therefore: 

o 4.1 Statutory nature conservation sites (No change) 

o 4.2 Conservation of ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW) (No change) 

o 4.3 Management of plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) (No change) 

o 4.4 Other priority habitats (No change) 

o 4.9 Protection of cultural and historic environment sites (NEW REQUIREMENT) 

• 4.10.1d) (formerly c):  An exception applies to the requirement to remove existing game-release pens 
in areas identified in sections 4.1 to 4.4 and 4.9 when no other suitable locations are available. A list of 
conditions that must be met sets out the good practice required to protect conservation values.  

• 4.10.1d) (formerly c): The deadline to meet this requirement is changed from ‘within 24 months of the 
effective date of this standard’ to a fixed date of 30 November 2028. This provides a longer transition 
period for certificate holders and, it is hoped, an opportunity to bring FSC and PEFC versions of UKWAS 
5 into alignment. 

• 4.10.1e): An exception applies whereby existing release pens within areas identified in sections 4.1 to 
4.4 and 4.9 can be relocated within such areas subject to justified circumstances and adherence to a 
list of conditions to protect conservation values. 

• 4.10.1f): A requirement that there is no increase in the area currently occupied by release pens within 
areas identified in sections 4.1 to 4.4 and 4.9. 

4.2 Example verifiers (non-normative) 

Three potential verifiers and one adapted verifier were added to support the requirements. 

4.3 Guidance (non-normative) 

Expanded guidance seeks to provide advice on implementation and good game-rearing and release practices to 
protect conservation values. 

 

5. How should I respond and what is the deadline for making my input? 
 
5.1 What do I need to read? 
 
This Consultation Paper reviews the revision process and summarises the changes proposed.  
 
You will also need to refer to the following documents: 
 
UKWAS 4.10.1 Consultation Drafts:  
 

- Version showing the proposed 4.10.1 text with all changes accepted https://ukwas.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2025/12/UKWAS-4.10.1-DRAFT-v.4.3-clean-copy-16.12.25.pdf 

- Version showing deleted and additional text so you can see what has changed 
https://ukwas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/UKWAS-4.10.1-DRAFT-v.4.3-highlighted-changes-
16.12.25.pdf. 
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5.2 How do I respond?  
 
Please send all your responses to ukwas@ukwas.org.uk 
 
This is a 60-day consultation. Your feedback is required by 16th February 2026. 
 
 
Notes: 
 

• This consultation is in line with PEFC requirements for amendment of an endorsed standard (i.e. UKWAS 5.0) as 
defined in PEFC-ST-1001: 2017 - Standard-setting – Requirements.    

 
• Every effort will be made to ensure that any agreed revision of UKWAS 5.0 (requirement 4.10.1) developed 

through this PEFC-endorsed process will also be reflected within the final FSC-conformant UKWAS 5 to retain 
equivalent requirements for both FSC and PEFC certificate holders. 
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