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Foreword
Buyers of wood products are increasingly demanding assurances
about the quality and impacts of forest management. ‘Forest
certification’ is one way of providing such an assurance. The UK
forest products industry is therefore under pressure to supply
‘certified’ timber products, and this pressure is being translated into
demands on woodland owners and managers.
The UK’s woodlands are well placed to meet this demand. Even our
smallest woodlands are already managed under a regulatory system
that delivers many of the requirements for certification. The cost of
compliance should be relatively low, and our products can then
benefit from the independent recognition they deserve. The aim of
the UK Woodland Assurance Scheme (UKWAS) is to help UK
woodland owners to respond to the demand for certification.
The UK Woodland Assurance Scheme is entirely independent and
voluntary. It has however been designed to gain endorsement by
international and European certification schemes.
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About this Guide
This Guide is designed for woodland owners and managers as a
companion to the UKWAS Standard. It outlines the certification
process, and explains the use of the Standard. Throughout the
Guide the terms “woodland owner” and “woodland manager” are
used synonymously.
If you decide to proceed with certification this Guide will help you
get ready. The better prepared you are the quicker, easier and
ultimately cheaper it will be.
Section 1 explains the general concept and process of
certification. It takes you through the process step by step and
discusses some of the aspects to consider in deciding whether or
not you may want to get your woodland certified.
The UKWAS Standard requires the woodland manager to take
account of a wide variety of factors and issues, many of which
require advance planning.
Section 2 has been prepared primarily for the manager of a small
woodland owner who has not produced a comprehensive
management plan before and is unfamiliar with the planning
process. The section goes through the planning process, with the
aim of ensuring that UKWAS requirements are included.
Section 3 clarifies two of the more complex requirements of the
UKWAS Standard: the Restoration of Ancient Woodland Sites and
Monitoring.
Section 4 contains checklists and templates to help you meet
some of the UKWAS requirements quickly. The checklists and
templates can be photocopied and filled in when you need them.
The Guide also includes a number of annexes containing useful
background information. The annexes include a list of acronyms
used in the text, a glossary of technical terms used in the Guide, a
list of documents referred to and a list of useful names and
addresses to contact for further information.
Words in bold are explained in the glossary.
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Section 1:
Ten Steps to Certification

Step 1. What is woodland
certification?
There is often scepticism about the real value of
environmental claims that manufacturers make about
products. Many woodland managers will have seen the
claims on the backs of Christmas cards that say ‘for every
tree felled, two are planted’ and wished that good
woodland management was quite that simple.
Woodland certification provides an independent
assurance that the woodland meets a recognised
standard of management.
There are many reasons why a woodland owner or
manager might want independent certification. The
main one is for marketing purposes, and especially for
‘green’ marketing. Forest certification enables products
from responsibly managed forests to be promoted.
Producers and manufacturers can reassure existing
customers, or reach new ones who want to know that
the products they are buying come from well-managed
sources.
For certification to have value, the standard of
management being claimed must be meaningful and
there must be confidence that the standard is actually
being met. The UK Woodland Assurance Scheme
(UKWAS) is an independent scheme designed to meet
both of these requirements.

You may be surprised about the number of requirements
you already meet, or can easily meet through slight
modifications of your current practices. Woodlands in
the UK are generally managed well already – certification
provides the independent assurance to the public that
this really is the case.
How do consumers know that the Standard is
really being met?
The key is independent evaluation. Electrical goods
which you buy in the shops are checked by independent
testers approved by a trusted regulatory body The testing
provides assurance that the product meets certain
standards. Certification achieves the same end for
people who buy timber. The consumer who is buying the
product wants the claim that the forest is ‘wellmanaged’ backed up by someone independent of the
company selling it.
Independent certification bodies make sure that the
Standard is being followed in the woodland. The
certification bodies are themselves regulated to ensure
that they work to a high standard. This is known as
accreditation.
Box 1.1: Accreditation and Certification
Accreditation
Bodies
Check the competency
and monitor the
activities of...

Step 2. What is the UKWAS Standard?
The Standard used by the Woodland Assurance Scheme
has been developed by a very broad range of
organisations. The result is a Standard that has the
support of the Forestry Commission (FC), the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC), the Timber Growers
Association (TGA) and the World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF), amongst many others.
Certification under UKWAS is making a serious
claim: that woodlands which meet the Standard are
well managed, providing benefits for the present
generation whilst protecting the environment and
maintaining benefits for future generations.
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The Standard may initially look imposing. It has been
designed to apply to ALL woodlands in the UK,
regardless of size and complexity, from large, upland
conifer plantations to small, lowland, ancient seminatural woodlands. The Standard therefore has to
address many different situations, only some of which
will apply to you. In addition many of the requirements
can be applied differently, according to the forest size.
The Standard gives information on what would be
expected for different sized woodlands under each
requirement.

Certification
Bodies
Who check woodland
management against a
standard, under
contract to...

Woodland
Owners

In the case of forestry, the Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) now accredits many certification bodies worldwide. FSC ensures that the standards used by these
certification bodies meet FSC international requirements.
The UK Accreditation Service (UKAS) may also provide
forestry accreditation in the future. Up to date
information on UKAS accreditation can be obtained from
the UKWAS Support Unit.

Step 3. Sounds difficult
The general certification process is summarised in Box
1.2. You can see that certification does take time and
effort. The certificate is however valid for five years and
it could give you better marketing opportunities for your
products, as well as recognition of the quality of your
woodland management.
All accredited certification bodies are required to follow
the same general procedures. However, there are some
differences in the way the procedures are implemented
by different certification bodies. You should talk to the
certification bodies themselves to find out exactly what
the procedure will be in your case.

woodland management. But there are costs in terms of
time and effort, as well as the financial cost. You will
need to evaluate the relative cost and benefit in your
own situation with your own objectives clearly in mind.
Step 7 (see page 6) discusses this further.
Yes, but how much does it cost?
The cost of certification depends on the size and
complexity of your woodland, so it is not possible to give
a single figure. The certification body will charge you for
the time spent on the evaluation, expenses (such as
travel, and if necessary local accommodation),
administration and VAT. Certificates are valid for five
years from the date of issue (though you should confirm
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Box 1.2: General Certification Procedures
Initial approach

When you make your initial approach to a certification body they will ask you to provide
some background information about your operation in order to provide a quote and
formal proposal. This usually means filling in a basic information form. The certification
body will also give you information about their procedures and charges.

Scoping visit/Pre-evaluation

A pre-evaluation is not a requirement for certification, but it is usually extremely useful
and is recommended. The pre-evaluation is based on a study of management planning
documentation and a quick assessment of your woodland. The aim is to identify at an
early stage any areas where you are unlikely to meet the requirements of the Standard.
You can then work on these areas before going for the full evaluation.

Formal Application

When you are ready to proceed with certification the certification body will ask you to
complete a formal application form, and will agree the fee for the evaluation. Fees are
usually based on the amount of time it will take to carry out the evaluation. This will vary
depending on the size and complexity of your management operation.

Stakeholder Consultation

All FSC accredited certification bodies must undertake stakeholder consultation. The
certification body will contact other people who may have an interest in the management
of the woodland (stakeholders), such as forest contractors, neighbouring landowners or
local clubs who enjoy recreation there. Some stakeholders will be interviewed as part of
the inspection.

Evaluation

A trained forestry inspector will evaluate your woodland and documentation against the
requirements of the UKWAS Standard. The inspector will be experienced in fields relevant
to the type of forestry you practice and the woodland location. After the inspection a
written report will be produced. For large woodland areas there may be more than one
inspector.

Peer Review

A small team of independent experts will review the inspection report to ensure that it is
professional and that the recommendations are fair. The peer reviewers are not
employees of your certification body or competitors of your business. You will also receive
a copy of the inspection report and have an opportunity to comment before a
certification decision is finalised.

Certification

If the evaluation outcome is positive a certificate of registration is issued. The certification
body may require you to agree to take a number of actions to correct ‘minor noncompliances’ with the UKWAS Standard, in order to issue the certificate. Further
information on this stage can be found in Step 10 on page 7. The certificate will cover a 5
year period.

Monitoring

The certification body monitors the certificate holder at least once a year to ensure
continued compliance with the Standard. They will check that any corrective actions you
were asked to carry out have been completed.

Step 4. Sounds expensive
The question any woodland manager always asks about
certification is how much it costs.
It is important to remember that certification is voluntary.
If you don’t think the benefits are worth the cost you
should not go through the process. Potential benefits
include access to markets that are demanding certified
products and public recognition of high quality

this with the certification body when you ask for a
quote).
The cost of a scoping visit (see Box 1.2 above) may be
quoted separately, or may be included in the cost of the
full evaluation.
The certification body will also charge you for annual
monitoring once the certificate has been issued. Make
sure it is clear whether any quote includes the cost of
3
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annual monitoring as well as the cost of the initial
evaluation.

There are other potential advantages of group
certification:

Certification bodies (see useful addresses in Annex 4 on
page 40) should be able to give you an initial estimate of
the likely cost of certification over the phone, but they
will usually need more information about your operation
before giving a formal quote (see Box 1.2 above).

• The group co-ordinator will look after the
administration of the scheme and keep copies of
relevant documentation. This can make
certification less of a burden to the individual
woodland owners.

In all cases the certification body will charge for
providing the evaluation service, rather than for issuing a
certificate. The charges will be applicable whatever the
outcome of the evaluation.

• The group co-ordinator may be able to market
timber for the whole group or provide other
services.

Certification costs are relatively high for small woodland
management operations, which do not benefit from
economies of scale. However, the costs of certification
can be reduced by being a member of a ‘group
certification’.

Step 5. Joining a group
Group certification involves a group of landowners or
managers who agree to submit a joint application for
certification.
A ‘group co-ordinator’ takes responsibility for making
sure that all the members of the group meet the
requirements of the Standard. The group co-ordinator
evaluates potential group members before they join the
group, and monitors compliance. The certification body
can then evaluate the group of woodland properties by
sampling. For example, where there are 30 properties in
the group the certification body might visit only ten of
these during the initial evaluation. Clearly, sampling can
reduce the cost of certification for individual properties.
The intensity of sampling will vary with the type of
group. Where the group co-ordinator implements a well
documented and recorded monitoring system, the
certification body may decide that less intensive sampling
is required. Other factors also allow a reduction in
sampling intensity, such as the sharing of management
objectives, forest types, and forestry personnel.

• The group may be able to share management
overheads, for example by working with the same
contractors, sharing advice on management of
natural habitats and so forth.
• The new FC Forest Plan arrangements may be
applicable to some groups. Once approved, the 20
year plan would give felling approval and WGS
restocking grants for the first 10 years of the plan.
A grant may be available to contribute to the costs
of preparing the plan. Contact the FC for further
information.
There are also some disadvantages to being part of a
group scheme:
• If one group member fails an inspection all
members of the group could suffer de-certification.
• The group co-ordinator may need payment for
their services. The amount will depend upon the
responsibility the co-ordinator takes on and the
availability of other funds (such as EU funding) that
may pay for such a role. If the co-ordinator looks
after day to day management of the woodland
and marketing of the products, annual fees may be
higher.
There are a number of different models for group
certification. Some examples are given in the boxes
below. The certification bodies will be able to advise you
about the kind of group that would be best suited to
Box 1.4: ‘Resource manager’ group:

Box 1.3: Illustration of Group Certification
(with acknowledgement to SGS Forestry)

Group
Manager
Defines management
requirements
Supports and controls
membership
Monitors member’s
performance

Audits Group
Manager

Certification
Body
Audits random sample
of group members

Members
Formally join group
Agree to meet required levels
of management
Implement requirements in
their forest
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A professional forest manager runs a forestry
consultancy. The manager writes the management
plans for the woodlands, employs contractors, ensures
that management meets the requirements of the
certification standard and operates a system for
documenting the work that takes place in each
woodland.
The manager may apply for evaluation as a ‘certified
resource manager’. The manager’s policies and systems
are evaluated by the certification body, together with a
sample of the managed woodlands.
Certification allows the manager to prove to his or her
clients that their management is of the highest
environmental quality, and to offer clients entry to
markets for certified timber.
Clients may need to pay higher fees to the resource
manager if the level of management input needs to be
increased in order to attain certification. However,
some certified resource managers have not increased
their fees at all as a consequence of achieving
certification.

your particular situation. You may also be able to join an
existing group.
If you want to set up a group certification scheme,
contact a certification body and discuss the detailed
requirements with them. Other bodies such as the FSC,
the National Small Woods Association (NSWA) or TGA
may be able to advise you further or let you know if
there is an existing group in your area. Their addresses
are all provided in Annex 4.

Box 1.7: Diagram of the Woodland Supply Chain
Woodland

Woodland

Woodland

Sawmill

Woodland

Sawmill
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Components
Manufacturer

Box 1.5: Charcoal burners group:
A charcoal burner wants to supply certified charcoal to
a supermarket. The wood for the charcoal comes from
several woodlands owned and managed separately.
The charcoal burner sets up a group structure that
includes all the woodlands. The structure includes a
system for internal control of the wood (the ‘chain of
custody’), and for regular monitoring of the woodlands
in the scheme.
In this case the charcoal burner acts as ‘group coordinator’ and pays the cost of certification. The cost is
recouped through the sale of the ‘certified’ charcoal. If
the woodland owners want to sell timber with a
certification or accreditation body’s logo attached they
must come to an agreement with the group coordinator.

Box 1.6: Local forestry service group:
A service has been set up to provide professional
forestry and timber marketing advice in an area
identified for European Union support. The service is
setting up a group certification pilot scheme. Local
woodland owners can apply to join the scheme. The
scheme screens the applicants and identifies any areas
in which their woodland management needs to be
improved to meet the requirements of certification.
Once the requirements are met, the applicant is added
to the certified group. The group scheme looks after all
the administration and other arrangements for
certification.
In this case the woodland owners do not pay for the
certification, though they have invested time in
evaluating their own woodland management. If they
wish to sell timber with the certification or
accreditation body’s logo attached they must pay the
local service group (in this example approximately 2%
of the selling price of the timber product).

Furniture
Manufacturer

Retailer

Consumer

This requires that timber can be followed through each
link in the chain of processors from the forest, through
manufacture, to the point at which the final product can
be labelled for sale to the public – a process known as
chain of custody certification.
Each processor in the chain has to be able to
demonstrate that any product they want to sell as
certified is made with certified wood. Chain of custody
certification makes sure that this is the case. Chain of
custody certificate holders are licensed to use the
certification body’s certification mark on their products
(so long as they are made with certified wood), and sell
these products on to the next link in the chain as
‘certified’.
In the case of FSC accredited certification bodies, the
certificate holder can use the FSC trademark. You may
have already seen it on wood and paper products in your
supermarket or DIY store.

FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.

Step 6. How will the public know the
timber they bought came from my
woodland?
The public does not usually buy products directly from
the woodland, and it’s no good you going to all the
effort of proving your woodland is well managed if your
timber is going to be indistinguishable from every other
woodland owner’s the moment it gets to the sawmill.
A mechanism is needed to identify the timber that
comes from certified woodlands so that it, and products
made from it, can benefit from targeted promotion and
marketing.

Clearly, the woodland owner or manager cannot be
responsible for the chain of custody after he or she has
sold the wood – that must be the responsibility of the
subsequent buyers in the chain. However, the first buyer
(the one who buys the wood from the woodland owner)
will need a guarantee that the timber they bought was
from a certified woodland. It is usually a simple matter
for the certification body to evaluate the woodland
manager’s system for recording and identifying timber
sales and issuing invoices, at the same time as the
woodland evaluation. When this is done the certification
body can issue a combined forest management and
chain of custody certificate to the woodland manager.
This lets the manager give the first buyer the guarantee

5
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he is looking for. From that point on, the chain of
custody is no longer the woodland manager’s
responsibility.

Step 7. Taking the plunge
Certification is a significant commitment. This checklist
will remind you of some of the issues you should
consider when deciding whether certification is right for
you.
Know your objectives
What do you want to get out of certification? Could you
achieve your objectives any other way? Different people
have different reasons for going into certification - here
are some of them:
• To provide independent assurance to clients or
investors that management standards are high.
• To sell more products, maintain access to an
existing market or gain entry to a new market.
• To demonstrate to woodland visitors that the
woodland is managed responsibly.
Know your market
If the main reason for going into certification is a
commercial one, you need to be confident that
certification is going to meet your commercial objectives.
You may want to undertake some market research.
• Will a better price be offered for certified
products? How much better?
• What will you lose if you don’t get certification?
• What is your competition doing about
certification?

Joining a group
Have you thought about joining a group? This may be a
cheaper option, especially if there is a group already
established in your area.
Choosing a certification body
Certification bodies operate under different accreditation
bodies and offer expertise in specialised areas, cost and
procedures. Contact the certification bodies themselves
to ask what certification would involve; check they offer
the service you require. They will send you an application
form and a formal quote on request.
Do you want to arrange a ‘scoping’ or ‘preevaluation’ visit before committing to a full
evaluation visit?
A pre-evaluation visit will give you a clear idea of what
certification involves for your woodland, and tell you
whether there are any parts of the Standard you are
weak on, without committing you to the cost of a full
evaluation. A pre-evaluation visit may save you time and
money if you decide to go ahead and complete a full
evaluation later.
Do you need a combined forest management
and chain of custody certificate?
If you want your products to be eligible to carry a
certification or accreditation body’s logo you will need a
combined forest management and chain of custody
certificate (see Step 6, above). For woodland owners the
requirements are usually straightforward – essentially you
will need to show the certification body how your wood
can be identified by the buyer. However, you should
discuss the arrangements with your certification body in
order to be clear about where your own responsibilities
end and those of the buyer begin.

• Will your buyers help pay for your certification?
• Will certification gain you entry to new markets?
Get to know the Standard
Get a copy of the Standard from the UKWAS Support
Unit. Give it a quick read through and note any areas
that you don’t understand, or you think will be difficult
to meet. Come back to these later. It will help if for each
requirement (including the ones you think will be
difficult) you note down what you are already doing to
meet it. Where there are requirements for
documentation, note down the page reference in your
management plan, FC or DANI scheme documentation
where the issue is addressed. Often you can meet the
Standard by making slight changes to the way you
already do things.
Talk to people
Certification is still new. Try and find another woodland
owner or manager who has been through the process
and would be happy to talk to you about it. Talk to
organisations that have been involved in setting up the
UK Woodland Assurance Scheme, such as the TGA or
the NSWA.
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Step 8. Getting ready for the visit
Before going ahead with a full evaluation for certification
you should know exactly what you have to do to meet
the requirements. The Standard itself contains examples
of the ‘Means of Verification’ that the auditor will be
looking for. However, these are neither compulsory nor
exhaustive - if you do something different that meets the
requirement it should be acceptable. The Standard also
contains ‘Guidance Notes’ to further clarify the
requirements. Read through the Standard carefully.
Highlighting areas that apply to you should help you
concentrate on the aspects which are relevant.
If you have a FC or DANI approved scheme you will
already meet some of the Standard’s requirements. Since
all woodlands are different, schemes for some woods
will meet more requirements than the same schemes in
others. If you have a scheme that covers only part of
your woodland the Standard’s requirements may only be
met in that part and not necessarily in the entire
woodland.
Section 4 of this booklet provides checklists and
templates to help you meet some of the requirements
quickly and efficiently.

Step 9. An inspector calls
It’s a natural reaction to feel anxious about a visit from
the certification body’s inspectors. If you have read
through this booklet carefully and studied the Standard
you should not have any major problems. The
certification body’s inspector is not an inquisitor, but is
trying to make sure you meet the Standard. You can help
the inspector by pointing out aspects of your
management, or examples of actions you have taken in
the past which show how you meet the Standard.
The visit itself will usually involve a discussion in your
office, followed by visits to different parts of your
woodland area. Remember to make sure that all the
documentation you may need will be within easy reach
during the office visit. The certification body will let you
know whether any other preparation will be necessary.
At the end of the visit the inspector will discuss the
general findings with you.

areas. As long as the changes are made reasonably
quickly, the inspector will not have to look at everything
else all over again. A quick visit to check that previous
non-conformances have been corrected is all that is
required; you will be charged for the time the extra visit
takes.
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And finally…
Once your woodland is certified you can take advantage
of the opportunities this presents. If your certificate is a
combined chain of custody and forest management
certificate, you can now label your products with the
certification body’s logo, and advertise them as ‘certified
by xxxx’. You should check with your certification body
for any special rules relating to use of logos and the
ways in which you can use their name for advertising
and marketing.

Step 10. The result
After the certification visit the inspector will complete an
inspection report. You will be sent a copy of the report
and will have a chance to respond if you disagree with
any of the findings or think the inspector has missed
something.
The report will specify any areas where the certification
body does not think the Standard is met and will explain
what the problem was.
If a particular requirement of the Standard is not met,
this is referred to as a ‘non-conformance’ (also known
as ‘non-compliance’).
If there is only a minor deviation from the requirement or
if it is clear that the objective of the requirement is being
achieved by another means, the certification body can
decide that the non-conformance is a ‘minor nonconformance’. In this case the certification body can still
issue a certificate, conditional on your agreement to
meet any outstanding requirements within an agreed
timeframe. The certification body will make sure that the
required changes have been made during a subsequent
monitoring visit.
Other non-conformances are described as ‘major nonconformances’. Where there is a major nonconformance the certification body cannot issue a
certificate until the non-conformance has been
corrected.
After you have had a chance to comment on the report
and its findings, and the report has undergone the peer
review process (see Box 1.2), the certification body will
make its final certification decision, together with any
conditions for certification. Very few woodlands meet all
the requirements of the Standard without at least minor
non-conformances, so you should not be disappointed
about passing with conditions.
If you pass, congratulations!
If you don’t pass first time, don’t panic. The certification
body will have identified which parts of the Standard
aren’t met and you can decide whether it is worth your
while to make changes to your management in those
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Section 2:
Planning to meet the UKWAS Standard

The UKWAS Standard requires the woodland manager to
take account of a wide variety of factors and issues,
many of which require advance planning. The Standard
expects you to have a fairly detailed five year plan for
your woodland, as well as a more general 20 year plan.
This section should help you prepare both these plans.
This section has been prepared primarily for the small
woodland owner who has not produced a
comprehensive management plan before and is
unfamiliar with the planning process. Other woodland
owners may find that reading through this section
provides some helpful clarification about the
requirements of the UKWAS Standard and how they can
be incorporated into existing plans and procedures.

No one can plan for every eventuality. As time progresses
and factors change every plan needs to be reviewed and
updated. Planning is a cyclical process. The diagram in
Box 2.1 shows the main stages of the cycle. The rest of
this section goes through these stages one at a time,
with references to the UKWAS requirements where these
are useful.

1. Assessment: knowing your
woodland
The key to managing your woodland well is knowing it
well.

Certification will be much quicker and simpler if a clear
management process is followed in your woodland; from
woodland assessment and the setting of objectives to
writing and implementing a management plan. By
following a management planning process you should
find it easier to meet the requirements for certification,
but more importantly you should also find that you can
manage your woodland more efficiently and with greater
confidence.

For example, your woodland may contain habitats
supporting nationally endangered species, or the soil and
locality may be suited to Scots pine but not Sitka spruce.
Most woodlands lend themselves to management for
timber as a main objective – all woodlands provide
opportunities for enhancing local wildlife or flora.
Whatever the size of your woodland you need to know
what is in it and any factors that might affect
management before you can start to plan any work.

Books have been written on the management planning
process and they differ greatly in their detail. Some
useful references are given in Annex 3 at the end of this
guide. The references should be easy to get hold of from
the organisations listed. The process below follows the
main stages which most authors agree on.

Similarly, in order to evaluate your management against
the UKWAS Standard the first thing the inspector will
want to do is understand your site. So, the clearer your
information, the easier it will be for you to plan your
management and the easier it will be to show the
inspector how your plan works for the site.

Box 2.1: The planning cycle
Assess the
woodland

Set objectives
Review
objectives
Appraise options

Set strategy

Monitor
implementation

Prepare
management plan

Implement plan
10

The planning cycle

Creating a good set of maps is probably the best way of
recording and presenting a lot of information and
getting a good overview of your woodland. Your
management plan is going to be based on this
information, so it is worth spending some time on it.
Box 2.2 gives some general tips on making maps. They
probably sound obvious, but they should help. The
diagram below Box 2.2 shows an example of a base
map.
Box 2.3 takes you through the aspects you will need to
look at. It may seem a lot at first sight, but you are going
to need to know about these aspects to manage your
woodland well. Remember that it is going to be far
better to find out about any important factors before,
not after, you have completed your management plan or
started work – time spent in preparation is seldom
wasted.
The UKWAS Standard requires you to take account of
any ‘special features’, such as Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs) or archaeological features that you may
have in your woodland. There is quite an array of
potentially special features (see the Special Areas and
Features Checklist on page 30 in Section 4). The good

Box 2.2 Tips on Making Maps
1. Prepare a base map with only the most basic information marked on it (e.g. your woodland boundary).
2. You may need base maps at different scales, especially if your woodland is fragmented over a large area. A map at a
larger scale will give an overview of the area. Maps at smaller scales will allow planning in more detail at the
different sites.
3. Remember to keep base maps clean of further detail. They are your master copies. Inevitably you will want to take
more copies than you expect in the future, so once you have prepared good base maps keep them in a safe place and
only work on the copies.

2

Planning to
meet the
UKWAS
Standard

4. You will be making several different maps so always make sure each map has a clear key to explain what it is
illustrating.
5. Don’t put too much information on a single map, it will become confusing. It will help to put related features on the
same map – for example one map might show conservation and archaeological sites, whereas a different map would
concentrate on production constraints such as pylons, roading and access points.
6. Highlighter pens in several colours are useful to mark features clearly on the map so they do not obscure other
details. You can also use them to shade in areas. You may find coloured pencils useful too.
7. You can use arrows to identify special features without obscuring the map itself.
8. Remember that Ordnance Survey (OS) maps are covered by copyright laws. The OS publish guidance on using their
maps. Contact details are on page 41.

One category requires a special mention – this is the
category of ‘Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites’
(PAWS). Because these sites were once covered with
native woodland they have been identified at the
national level as having potential to contribute to
national biodiversity targets. Since they are potentially so
important, a detailed set of guidance notes for these
sites has been prepared for their evaluation and
management – these guidance notes are presented
separately in Section 3.
When you are doing your assessment, keep notes of any
information that you cannot show in full on maps, such
as a lists of notable plants or animals you come across or
points you think are going to be useful to remember
later on.
If you’ve done all that, well done – you are well on your
way to bringing your woodland into an effective
management process.
news is that in a small woodland you are unlikely to have
a large number of ‘special features’ and there is plenty of
help on hand to give you support and advice for the
management of those you do have (Boxes 2.3 and 2.4
give you details of some of these). Don’t be put off, it is
the special features that make your woodland special!
What we suggest is that you use the Special Areas and
Features checklist to record any of the special features
that you know you have, know you don’t have or are
simply not sure about. Once you have done that, the
situation will not look so daunting. Then get some help
from an advisory body (e.g. the National Small
Woodlands Association, a local natural history society or
Wildlife Trust) on the ones you are not sure about and
complete the checklist. If your local authority has an
ecologist on its staff they may be able to give you more
guidance, and point you in the direction of other local
groups – contact your local authority for information.
Make a copy of the completed checklist and have it
ready for the inspection – it will answer many of the
inspector’s questions with no further work on your part.

Now you are the world’s expert on your woodland, what
do you want to do with it?

2. Long term objectives: what do you
want from your woodland?
Stating your objectives is the first step towards achieving
them. Understanding what you want from your
woodland will help you decide between different
management options and will give you a yardstick to
evaluate your progress.
The certification body will want to understand your
objectives too, in order to evaluate whether your
management is well designed to achieve them.
It is worth taking time out to think through your
objectives carefully – everything you plan from now on
will be planned with an eye to whether it takes you
closer to your objectives or not. Of course, you may
decide later to change your objectives. If you do change
them you should also expect to re-evaluate parts of your
management plan.
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Box 2.3: Aspects to be assessed and tips on assessment
ASPECTS TO ASSESS

T I P S A N D S O U R C E S O F F U RT H E R I N F O R M AT I O N
LEGAL ASPECTS

Legal aspects include the legal boundary of your
woodland, public rights of way, wayleaves and easements
if there are any.

If your woodland is part of a larger property you should
show the property boundary rather than the woodland
boundary.

ACCESS FOR MANAGEMENT
Rides, tracks and paths and access points should be
mapped.

When you are marking access points think about the
kinds of access that might be required: is the access
sufficient for a tractor or lorry? Are there any overhead
obstructions? Is there a loading/turning area? Do you
have a right of way to the access points? These aspects are
going to be important if you are going to extract timber
from the woodland. You can make notes on your map.

PHYSICAL FACTORS
Physical factors include geology, soils, topography and
terrain. You should check the wind hazard class and
record this.

All these factors will influence the kinds of trees that will
grow well in your woodland, how fast they will grow and
whether you will have to take special measures to protect
them from blowing over.
Your local library should have geology and soil maps for
your area or they may be able to get them on loan for
you.
WATER

Water features, such as rivers, streams, ponds and boggy
areas should be mapped.

The Special Areas and Features checklist includes a section
on water features which will provide an aide memoir.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & CULTURAL FACTORS
These are features like barrows, old earth works or
features of local importance such as popular viewing
points, which should be identified on a map.

The Special Areas and Features checklist contains a section
on these features.
Your local records office may have information on
archaeological sites in your woodland and old maps that
can tell you if there has been a woodland on the same
site for many years.
If there is a scheduled monument in your woodland, you
should consult with the agency responsible for its
designation. In most cases the agency can let you have a
copy of any assessments they have made of the site.
You will need to pay special attention to the features you
have identified during the planning, implementation and
monitoring processes.

PUBLIC ACCESS
Map public rights of way and permissive paths.

Your local authority should be able to provide you with
details of public rights of way that run through or
adjacent to your woodland.
LANDSCAPE FACTORS
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Some areas of the UK have been identified as having
nationally or internationally important landscapes. These
designations are listed in the Special Areas and Features
checklist.

If your woodland is in one of the particularly sensitive
areas or you identify landscape enhancement as a major
objective you will need to look carefully at the FC
Guidelines on landscape design.

Other features of the woodland may be important in the
local landscape, for example if they are prominent from a
local town or nearby road. These should be identified on
one of your maps.

The Guidelines will also help you think about protection
of local landscape features.

Box 2.3: Aspects to be assessed and tips on assessment (continued)
ASPECTS TO ASSESS

T I P S A N D S O U R C E S O F F U RT H E R I N F O R M AT I O N
ECOLOGY

The Special Areas and Features checklist gives details of
the different types of important habitat that you will
need to identify.

Ecological assessment is something that worries many
small woodland owners. Ecological assessment is a
specialist area, but there are many sources of help. Box
2.4 describes some of these.

These are areas such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSIs) or specific features such as badger sets.

2

Planning to
meet the
UKWAS
Standard

Grants, e.g. FC Woodland Improvement Grants, may be
available for survey work.

Mark these areas and features on a map.

If your site includes areas of Ancient Semi-Natural
Woodland, Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites or a
statutory designation you will need to consult with
appropriate bodies such as a local wildlife trust, statutory
bodies and the local authority for management advice
(See box 2.4 and the addresses in Annex 4).
TIMBER
If timber production is likely to be one of your
management objectives you will need to have an idea of
how much timber is in your woodland, of what species,
how fast it is growing and what kind of condition it is in
(see next column).
If your woodland can be divided into compartments (see
next column) you should make a map showing these and
keep notes of what is in each compartment.

Most woodlands can be divided up into ‘compartments’ –
small areas which were planted or treated at the same
date or which contain a similar mix of trees and
vegetation.
Compartments are often separated by paths or woodland
rides.
When you are planning your management programme
you will be able to consider each compartment
individually.
The NSWA Small Woods Information Pack provides some
very useful tips on basic measurement techniques. See
Annex 4 for the NSWA’s address.

MANAGEMENT NOTES
Where there are particular management systems being
implemented (e.g. Christmas trees or coppice production)
these areas should be noted.

In Section 4 you’ll find templates for compartment
checklists – you can copy these and use them to keep
management notes for each compartment.

Have some areas been thinned recently? Are the trees all
the same size or is there a mixture of tree sizes in the
same area?

Note any other features you think are interesting – if you
think an area of the woodland has a nice view and might
make a nice picnic site, why not write it down?

It will be useful to keep notes where you see natural
regeneration, weeds (e.g. dense bracken, brambles or
rhododendrons) or evidence of damage by pests such as
deer, rabbits or squirrels.

If you hold a WGS, you will have already stated your
objectives and ranked them as either high, medium or
low priority on the application form. You probably don’t
need to read the next few paragraphs, but can go
straight on to stage 3.
Listed below are some examples of common
management objectives. You may have different
objectives for your woodland. Whatever your situation,
you need to be clear about 3 things:

• Use for private amenity
• Enhancing the landscape
• Maintaining and creating wildlife habitats
• Providing sporting use
• Providing an alternative to agricultural production
• Conserving archaeological features and cultural
heritage

• What your general objectives are.

• Providing shelter for livestock

• Whether they are of high, medium or low priority.

• Providing employment

• Whether they are short or long term objectives.

• Providing public recreation

Common objectives
• Producing timber for profit
• Saving for a pension

Box 2.5 gives an example of one way of presenting your
objectives clearly.
13
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Box 2.4: Help with ecological assessments
Addresses for all these organisations can be found in Annex 4.
• A (provisional) register of all the Ancient Woodland sites bigger than 2ha in Scotland, England and Wales has already
been prepared. Contact your statutory Conservation Agency with the map reference of your woodland to find out if
it is on the register. In Northern Ireland contact the Environment and Heritage Service for further information on
ancient woodland.
• There are also registers of peatlands, lowland heath and unimproved grassland. Contact your statutory Conservation
Agency for further information.
• Your local statutory Conservation Agency office may have carried out a survey of your woodland, especially if it is
ancient semi-natural.
• If a statutory conservation area covers your woodland you should consult with the agency responsible for its
designation. In most cases the agency can let you have a copy of any assessments made of the site.
• Call your local Wildlife Trust or similar local wildlife charity, they may have information on your woodland. They
should also be able to tell you if there is a local Biological Records Centre near you. The centre may hold details of
surveys that have included your woodland.
• Your local RSPB office may have information and advice if you have a woodland of special value for birds.
• Talk to local people: People who may have worked there years ago, the local Council (such as Parish or Community
Council) , local farmers or landowners and local naturalists.
• A new project, the National Biodiversity Network, is being developed. The project aims to link together biodiversity
surveys and make it easier to find and access information on sites throughout the UK.

Box 2.5: Example of Management Objectives for
‘Our Wood’
1.

Producing wood and marketable timber.

2.

Managing or regenerating forests or woodlands.

3.

Enhancing the landscape.

4.

Maintaining and creating new wildlife habitats.

5.

Providing public recreation.

6.

Providing sporting use.

7.

Providing employment.

8.

Providing an alternative to agricultural
production.

9.

Restoring or improving industrial production.

10. Providing shelter.
11. Conserving archaelogical features.
12. Other.

You are almost certain to have more than one objective –
if you really have only one objective then certification
under the UKWAS Standard probably doesn’t make
sense for you, as the UKWAS philosophy is based on the
achievement of multiple objectives.
Do not worry if your overall objectives are in some ways
contradictory – the challenge of management is to find
ways of achieving all of them. This can be done by
seeking compromises between different objectives in the
same area, or by zoning – for example managing
primarily for wildlife in one area and for timber
production in another. This is the subject of the next
stage of the planning process.
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3. Appraisal: what are you going to
do in your woodland?
The assessment process will have given you a lot of
information about your woodland. You now need to
work out how to achieve your objectives in the light of
that information.
The simple rule is to build on what you already have and
remember that you are not going to achieve the
impossible. For example, there are plenty of ways to
increase wildlife diversity in a plantation, if that is one of
your objectives, but you are not going to create a seminatural woodland there overnight.
The first step in the appraisal process is to identify your
main opportunities, constraints and management
strategies.
It will be helpful at this stage to seek advice from other
woodland managers or from some of the organisations
listed in Annex 4. Knowing what your objectives are will
guide you towards the most appropriate sources of
advice and help you decide which advice you want to
follow.
As you go through this stage you should also ask
yourself whether your objectives are realistic. You may
discover as you go through the appraisal process that
there are insurmountable constraints preventing you
from achieving some of your objectives. If this is the case
you should revisit and modify your general objectives.
Opportunities, constraints and management
strategies
Look carefully at the maps and information you
produced during the assessment. Where are the main
opportunities for achieving your objectives and what are
the constraints that you will have to overcome to achieve
them? What management strategies could you use to
take advantage of the opportunities and overcome the
constraints?

If you have an aim to produce marketable timber then
any areas planted with conifers and nearing maturity are
obvious opportunities. Similarly any areas of mature trees
which need thinning are an opportunity. However, there
are other, less obvious opportunities for achieving your
objectives – an area of mixed broadleaved trees might
respond well to selective thinning or an area of maturing
oak could be high pruned to increase the value of the
butt logs.
If one of your objectives is to improve the wildlife value
of your forest there will be similar opportunities –
widening rides can create valuable wildlife habitats;
clearing some trees back from streamsides may revitalise
the stream; fencing out sheep or deer and felling small
groups of trees may produce a burst of natural
regeneration.
These are all examples of opportunities that suggest
management strategies.
Similarly, you will also be able to identify constraints.
Constraints tend to work against you achieving your
objectives. A large grey squirrel population will be a
constraint to the production of marketable timber if
most of your woodland is broadleaved. You will need to
think about how this constraint can be overcome,
perhaps through a control programme. If your woodland
abuts a neighbouring woodland, also with a high
population of grey squirrels, then your ability to work
with your neighbour is going to be another important
constraint.
Multiple objectives and zoning
Opportunities and constraints will not be the same for
everyone or for every objective – poor road access and

boggy ground are constraints to the extraction of timber,
but could be positive opportunities for the
encouragement of wildlife. The constraints in some parts
of your forest will lead you to manage for single
objectives there – whilst managing for other objectives
elsewhere. The challenge is to make the most of what
you have got.
Two rather different ways of doing this are to look for
opportunities to meet several objectives in the same area
at the same time or conversely to zone your
management.
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A low impact silvicultural system, such as a group
selection system, could lead to a regular income from
your woodland whilst at the same time increasing
habitat diversity. This would be an example of achieving
multiple objectives through a single management
strategy.
Alternatively, where a site presents a special opportunity
to achieve a particular management objective, it may be
better to work for that single objective rather than fall
between two stools. Perhaps where a plantation on an
ancient woodland site is ready for felling, the area could
be returned to native tree cover and managed to
maximise its ecological values, whilst in another area a
relatively high intensity silvicultural system is continued
on old agricultural land.
Management strategies
In a small woodland (say, under 10 ha), you can probably
move quickly from the identification of opportunities,
constraints and management strategies to the
production of a management plan (the next stage). Still,
you may find it helpful to take things slowly and go

Box 2.6: Identification of opportunities, constraints and management strategies for ‘Our Wood’
General Objective

Opportunities

Constraints

Management strategies

To produce marketable
timber

• Some areas of good
quality Douglas fir.

• Large grey squirrel
population damaging
hardwoods.

1. Prepare harvesting and
thinning plan for
conifer areas.

• Broadleaf woodland,
trees of poor form.

2. Improve hardwood
timber quality through
thinning and pruning.

• Several compartments
ready for thinning.
• Agricultural sites
adjoining the
woodland, currently setaside scheme, are
available for planting,
with possibility of
higher grants.
To increase wildlife
diversity

• Rides exist but are
overgrown.
• Streamside has potential
but planted up to the
bank with Douglas fir.
• Site was ASNW and has
potential for restoration
in places.
• Area of neglected
coppice in compartment
3 can be restored.

3. Control Grey squirrels.
4. Increase percentage of
marketable species
through new planting.

• Cost.

5. Widen rides.
6. Clear conifers from
sensitive areas, replace
with open space or
locally native species.
7. Plant productive native
species that have high
wildlife value – oak and
ash. Plant at a spacing
that will produce good
quality timber.
8. Re-coppice and thin
broadleaf Cpt. 3
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Box 2.7: Main requirements of the UKWAS Standard to consider during the planning process

Reference to
UKWAS
Standard

Forest Design:
New planting should be designed so that a diverse forest is created over time. Large single aged areas
should be restructured to achieve this.

3.2.2 & 3.2.3

When creating a new woodland or when planning for the next rotation:
Where at least 2 tree species are adapted to the site, the main species must not exceed 65% of the
planted area; if only one tree species is matched to the site it must not exceed 75%.

3.3.2

In semi-natural woodland greater than 10 ha no more than 10% can be felled in any 5 year period.

3.4.2

In plantations over 20 ha if more than 25% is felled in any 5 year period a felling design plan will
be needed.

3.4.2

Lower impact silvicultural systems should be adopted in semi-natural woodland and increasingly
favoured in windfirm conifer plantations where the site and species are suitable.

3.4.3 & 3.4.4

Conservation and Enhancement of Biodiversity:
Valuable semi-natural habitats such as heathland that have been incorporated into your woodland
and have retained their ecological characteristics (or have a high potential to be restored) should be
restored or treated in a way that does not lead to further biodiversity loss.

6.1.3

If you rear and hunt game, including fish, you will need to follow the codes of practice produced by
relevant organisations. Native game species should be hunted sustainably and no hunting should be
carried out in such a way that it does not have long-term or wide-spread negative effects on the forest
ecosystem.

6.2.1, 6.2.2 &
6.2.3

At least 15% of the woodland should be managed with biodiversity as a major objective.

6.3.1

Where there is more than 50 ha of ancient semi-natural woodland, the identification of large natural
reserves – areas of forest set-aside where biodiversity is the prime objective - should be given particular
priority.

6.3.1

In semi-natural woodlands enhancement and/or restoration should be a priority. Non-natives should
not be introduced where they do not already exist and under-planted or invasive species should be
removed.

6.4.1

Plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWs) should be managed to ensure they make a significant
contribution to the conservation of biodiversity at the landscape scale. Biodiversity and other
environmental values of individual PAWs are at least maintained and they should be enhanced for the
certification area/management unit as a whole (see Section 3 of this Guide for further information).

6.4.2

In ancient semi-natural woodland and other semi-natural woodland, seed of local provenance is used
whenever it is available and considered appropriate for planting and restocking native species.

6.4.3

The Community:
You will need to provide some form of public access (from footpaths to open days) unless your wood
is very small.

7.2.2

Any permissive and traditional uses of the wood should be sustained.

7.2.1

You should aim to promote the integration of the wood with the local economy.

7.3.1

Special cultural sites and features should be protected.

7.4.1

through the intermediate step of generating a written
table of management strategies. This will show very
clearly how your particular management strategies are
designed to achieve your own objectives.
To do this, for each of your objectives note down the
opportunities and constraints you have identified. Then
for each opportunity and constraint identify a
management strategy to take advantage of the
opportunity or overcome the constraint. Box 2.6
illustrates this process.
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You may not be able to implement strategies to achieve
all your objectives immediately because of existing
constraints. You will, however, be planning to implement
them in the future and it is better to identify problems
now rather than after starting work. If your objectives

are too ambitious or overly constrained, reduce them or
plan to meet them over a longer time period.

4. Planning: what, where, when and
how?
You are now ready to start planning what you actually
need to do to meet your objectives. You will need to
make a general plan for the next 20 year period that sets
out any felling and regeneration which you plan to carry
out. A detailed work plan will be needed for the next 5
years.
At this stage you will need to study the UKWAS Standard
carefully to make sure the plan you develop is
compatible with its requirements.

An overview of the Standard’s requirements
Box 2.7 summarises the major forest management
requirements of the Standard. Look through the
requirements and decide which apply to you. You will
need to refer back to the Standard itself for detailed
information about each requirement. If in doubt, contact
the UKWAS Support Unit.
Illustrate what you are planning for the next
20 years on a base map
You will probably find it very useful to develop your plans
on a map. Working with a map will let you see how the
different parts of your management plan fit together
over the woodland as a whole.
These are examples of operations that you can illustrate:
• Special areas you plan to create (e.g. glades).
• Areas that you plan to thin in the next five years.
• Areas that you plan to fell and regenerate in the
next twenty years.
• Areas of new planting that enlarge your woodland.
• Large even-aged blocks of trees which will be
restructured over the next twenty years.
• Special management areas (e.g. areas for
production of Christmas trees, coppice, or special
recreation).
• Areas you will manage for biodiversity.
This map will give you a good overview of what you

need to plan for over the next twenty years and will give
you a rough idea of what the woodland should look like
in twenty years time. You can now get down to the
more detailed planning of work for the next five years.
Prepare management prescriptions and
rationale
Your twenty year plan shows you in general terms what
you expect to do in each area of your woodland in the
longer term. You now need to prepare a work plan
which will guide your work over the next five years.
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It is usual to prepare a work plan by defining
management prescriptions for each compartment in
your woodland. The management prescription says what
you will do in each compartment, such as ‘thin’ or ‘clear
fell’ and explains how you will do it.
A compartment schedule like the example in Box 2.8 lists
the prescriptions for each woodland compartment, with
any special instructions for that compartment. It does
not need to be very detailed and can link in with the
general objectives and management strategies you
prepared in the previous stages. This will show the
inspector the rationale behind your prescriptions.
You can list all the prescriptions that you expect to
implement in your compartments over the next twenty
years, and then work out which you want to implement
in the next five years.
Finally you can organise your plan for the next five years
into an annual programme. Don’t plan to do too much
at one time or you may not meet your targets. You can

Box 2.8: Compartment Schedule Table for ‘Our Wood’
Compartment

Management
strategy

Prescription

Rationale

Timing

1

1. Improve timber
quality through
thinning.

Thin Western Red
Cedar using a 5 year
marginal thinning
intensity on a 5 year
cycle.

Stand currently overstocked, give space
for remaining trees,
and bring some
income in.

March 1999
March 2004

1

2. Control Grey
squirrels.

Control squirrels
using one weighteddoor warfarin
hopper.

To control squirrels
damaging
hardwoods in Cpts. 3
and 4

Check grain supply at
least once a week.

2

3. Clear conifers
from sensitive
areas, replace
with open space
or locally native
species.

Clear conifers 15m
from stream side.

To improve stream
and streamside
habitat.

October 1999

Plant local alder and
ash in an irregular
pattern leaving half
the streamside open.

Locally native trees
and open space
instead of exotic
conifers. Will
increase biodiversity
value of area.

November/
December 1999

Widen ride by
clearing one row of
Douglas fir from
each side of the ride.

Allow more sunlight
to ride sides to
diversify flora and
encourage other
wildlife.

October 1999

2

4. Widen rides.
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illustrate your five year work plan on a map to make it
clearer. Your final map will also quickly illustrate to the
inspector what you are doing and cut down on the
amount of writing you need to do.
Consultation
During your assessment process you will have identified
statutory bodies that have an interest in your woodland
(e.g. Scottish Natural Heritage, English Nature or the
Countryside Council for Wales as the designator of an
SSSI within your woodland). If you have statutorily
designated areas in your woodland you are required by
the Standard to give formal notification and to obtain
relevant permission from statutory bodies when you plan
your operations. This is a good time to do this.
It is a good idea to consult non-statutory bodies you
have identified too (e.g. RSPB or your local Wildlife Trust
because of a red data book listed species that is present
in your woodland). A non-statutory body may be very
useful to you if you work with them. They may take on
the role of monitoring the relevant part of your site for
example (see Section 3 on monitoring) or could give you
free expert advice on how to manage certain parts of
your woodland. Consulting them early should also avoid
any objections later on.
You may find that when you consult with several
different bodies or groups that they make different and

contradictory suggestions or demands. With the
exception of the demands of statutory bodies and legal
obligations, you are not obliged under the Standard to
act upon each and every suggestion. However, the
inspector will want to see that you have given due
consideration to the various opinions of consultees and
have not just ignored them.
You may want to modify your management plan on the
basis of the comments you have received from
consultees before your finalise it.
Contingency
You cannot plan for every disaster, but there are some
key risks that you should be prepared for – in particular,
you should have a contingency plan in the event of fire
and in the event of a chemical spill (if you are using
chemicals). The contingency plans will include
consideration of the risks of an accident occurring and
details of the procedures to be followed in the event of
an accident. All the equipment required to deal with the
accident should have been identified and be readily
available (e.g. absorbent materials in the case of
chemical spillage or fire beaters in the case of fire).
Information should be available as to who to contact
(e.g. the forest manager, owner, fire service, Environment
Agency) and where to contact them. And perhaps most
importantly relevant personnel should be appropriately
trained.

Box 2.9: UKWAS Requirements for the implementation of forest management prescriptions

Reference to
UKWAS
Standard

In general:
You will need to justify any significant deviations from your management plan.

2.3.1

Where necessary, relevant permission must have been obtained from statutory bodies and formal
notification given.

4.1.1

Implementation of the work should be monitored (overseen) by the woodland owner or manager.

4.1.2

You need to be committed to reducing synthetic chemical use, using biodegradable lubricants where
you can and minimising the environmental effects of waste disposal in your woodland.

5.2.3, 5.5.1 &
5.5.2

Specific operations:
Lop and top should only be burnt after full consideration of the impacts.

4.2.3

Whole tree harvesting should not be practised where significant negative effects are likely.

4.2.4

Records of chemicals purchased and used must be kept. A Chemicals template to fill in can be found in
Section 4.

5.2.4

Dead wood habitats should be provided throughout the forest (i.e. left in the forest after harvesting)
where this does not conflict with safety.

6.3.2

Seed of local origin should be used for planting in semi-natural woodland whenever it is available.

6.4.4

General operations:
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You should mitigate any risks to public health such as noise, smoke traffic and unsafe trees.

7.4.2

If woods are closed to the public (where there is usually permitted access) because they are
temporarily unsafe due to forestry operations, temporary notice boards should explain the reasons
why and details of diversions.

7.2.3

Health and safety regulations and guidelines should be followed and continuous improvement
promoted.

8.1.1 & 8.1.2

Any contractors working in the forest should be properly qualified or supervised if undergoing
training; you should keep copies of relevant certificates they hold.

8.2.1

You must ensure that you and your contractors have adequate public liability and employer’s liability
insurance.

8.4.1

5. Implementation: getting on with it
This Guide is not designed to provide all the necessary
guidance for carrying out forestry operations. Instead, it
highlights some of the specific areas of management
that are identified in the UKWAS Standard and will be
checked by your certification body. These are listed,
together with a reference to the Standard, in Box 2.9.

6. Monitoring: how’s it going?
This Guide looks at two types of monitoring: monitoring
operations and monitoring the condition of the
woodland. Section three concentrates on monitoring the
condition of the woodland, as this is an area that proved
difficult to define during the preparation of the UKWAS
Standard.
Monitoring of operations is simply showing that you are
keeping a proper eye on what is being done in your
woodland – are your plans being implemented and are
they being implemented correctly.
You should get into the habit of keeping a record of your
visits to your woodland – this could be by keeping dated
notes in a field notebook, keeping a good diary or
making your own template which you can fill in when
you are in the woodland. The ‘Operational and Site
Monitoring’ template in Section 4 has been designed to
help you record your regular visits.

When you carry out your review you should take the
opportunity to go over your experience of the previous
five years and take the time to consider how this
experience can be incorporated into the next five year
period.
Go through each of the planning stages that you went
through before, reviewing and re-evaluating your plan.
• Do you still have the same objectives that you
identified five years ago?

2

Planning to
meet the
UKWAS
Standard

• Do you need to modify the objectives?
• How well have you achieved your objectives?
• What could you do to achieve them better?
• How has your woodland changed?
• Do you need to record these changes on your
management maps?
• Are there new opportunities, constraints, or
management strategies?
• Are your management strategies still appropriate?
And so on…..
Remember, the management planning process is cyclical.
That means it never ends.

The kinds of thing you should be looking out for include:
• What work is being done at the time of your visit
and where?
• Who is carrying out the work? Are they trained?
• Is the work being supervised properly?
• Are proper Health and Safety procedures being
followed (for example, is correct safety equipment
being worn)?
• Were signs erected warning the public about the
operations that were going on?
• Are water courses and other sensitive areas
properly signed off?
• What measures are being taken to protect soil?
Are brash mats being used, for example?
If you get into the habit of making notes it will soon
become a routine part of your supervision. It may even
convince people to do a better job than they would have
done, if they know you are likely to turn up and make
sure the job is being done right.

7. Reviewing: Updating your
management
The UKWAS Standard requires that your management
plan is reviewed once every 5 years as a minimum.
Because you have prepared a five year working plan, you
will in any case need to develop a new working plan at
the same time. It should be quite straightforward to
review your long term (20 year) management plan at the
same time as you prepare a new 5 year work plan.
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This section of the Guide is developed with all woodland
owners/managers in mind, regardless of the size of the
woodland they manage. The aim of this section is to
help clarify areas of the UKWAS Standard that are
particularly complex. Two key areas are covered here:
• The restoration of ancient woodland sites.
• Monitoring.
Further issues may be covered in future editions of this
Guide.

1. Restoration of Ancient Woodland
Sites
The Restoration of Ancient Woodland Sites and in
particular Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS)
was discussed in some detail during the development of
the UKWAS Standard. As a result it became clear that
detailed guidance would be required to help woodland
managers interpret and implement the requirements of
the standard. This section should be read together with
Section 6.4 of the Standard itself.
Woodland managers should approach the management
of PAWS in 5 stages:
Stage 1: Appraise the value and management of the
PAWS in your woodland(s) in the context of
semi-natural woodland and other habitats in
the landscape. Before you start planning the
management of your own PAWS you need to
know how important they are at the local or
regional level. The more important they are,
the more you should plan for conserving and
enhancing them. You can ask your local
Forestry Commission, English Nature, Scottish
Natural Heritage or Countryside Council for
Wales office.
Stage 2: Carry out a survey of your PAWS and evaluate
them in terms of their importance for
biodiversity and their potential for restoration
to native woodland in order to identify relative
priorities between them. The Standard sets out
the criteria which you should use in the
evaluation (Section 6.4.2 in the Guidance
column). You don’t have to do this all in one
go. The survey and evaluation can be a
gradual process and need not always be a
formal ecological survey or require the input of
professional ecologists. You may be able to
get your local Wildlife Trust to help you.
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Stage 3: On the basis of the evaluation, develop a
management strategy for your PAWS. Divide
your PAWS into three categories:
a) areas where biodiversity interest will be
maintained but will otherwise be managed
as conventional plantations;
b) areas to be managed in a way that
enhances their environmental values;
c) areas to be restored to native woodland
(i.e. to tree and shrub species native to
that site).
Section 6.4.2 of the UKWAS Standard provides
guidance on the circumstances in which you
should consider building in targets for
restoring PAWS to native woodland. As a
guide you should look to restoring at least
10% during the first 10 - 15 years following
certification. Restoration should be
concentrated on areas of highest priority for
biodiversity enhancement. If you already have
a substantial area of semi-natural woodland
and you are managing this in accordance with
the UKWAS Standard or if you are managing a
significant proportion of your woodland
holding with biodiversity as a primary objective
or if you have restored a significant area of
PAWS in recent years you may not be expected
to make any further investment in restoration.
Stage 4: Implement your strategy. You should adopt
suitable, low impact silvicultural systems and
sensitive operational practices.
Stage 5: Monitor and review the effects of
implementing your strategy.

2. Monitoring
A second issue which raised many concerns during the
UKWAS development process was that of woodland
monitoring. This section is designed to provide some
guidance on this complex issue. Simple templates to help
woodland owners with a monitoring programme have
been provided in the next section.
What is monitoring?
There are two broad types of monitoring: monitoring
operations and monitoring the woodland.
• Monitoring operations – checking that work is
being carried out according to plan and in
accordance with requirements, such as health and
safety requirements;

• Monitoring the woodland - checking the condition
of the woodland.
Although these different types of monitoring are focused
on different aspects of management, they are closely
related and in practice overlap.
Why monitor?
Monitoring is a tool. It should let you know how well
you are progressing towards your objectives and alert
you to the unexpected.
Through monitoring you will collect the information you
need to review your plans in the light of experience. You
will catch things that are going badly before they
become a serious problem. You will be able to meet your
objectives more cost-effectively and efficiently and
ultimately you will be able to manage your woodland
better.
What does UKWAS require?
There are several areas in the UKWAS Standard that
require monitoring. These are listed in the table below:
Aspect requiring
monitoring

Type of
monitoring

Reference
in UKWAS
Standard

Supervision of operations

Work

2.3.2

Regular management
visits and systematic
collection of information

Work
and site

2.3.2

Introductions of
non-native plant
(ie non tree) and
animal species

Site

3.3.4

Tree health (i.e. pests and
diseases present)

Site

5.1.2

In addition, long-term studies, particularly of long term
changes to the forest eco-system, can be valuable. Long
term studies are not a compulsory requirement of the
Standard. They may be appropriate in large forest
holdings in order to record changes in the forest
ecosystem. If they are carried out the results can be used
to assist management on similar sites. In the case of
more complex long term studies, forest managers should
be aware of the results and conclusions of major studies
elsewhere but do not need to replicate the process in
their own woodland.

It is important, however, to think through what you
actually need to monitor and why, when you should do
it and how it can best be done. That way you will save
valuable time and other resources and you will not feel
overwhelmed by a need to monitor everything.
The UKWAS Standard states that monitoring should be
specific to your woodland situation and in particular
appropriate to:
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• Your management objectives.
• The sensitivity of the site.
• The size of your enterprise.
• The intensity of your operations.
Your management objectives
You will want to know whether you are meeting your
objectives each time you review your management
planning documentation (see Reviewing, page 19).
You will need to collect information that is relevant to
your own objectives and specific plans. Quite simply, are
you achieving your short-term specific plans and are
these meeting your longer-term objectives?
Example
Timber production is a major management objective.
During the review process (once every 5 years) it will be
useful to compare the yield you expected from a
particular area against the yield you actually achieved;
you may need to revise your assumptions for the next
management period in the light of this comparison.
You will also want to know whether you managed to
thin, fell, and replant as much woodland as you
expected. If, over time, you are not meeting your
management targets then probably you need to revise
your targets for the next management period.
You should therefore be collecting information (i.e.
monitoring the yields you are achieving from each
compartment) and keeping a record of the areas that
were treated and how long the treatments took.

Where, what, why, when and how?
The prospect of monitoring can be daunting. But you are
not expected to record everything, from each and every
incidence of butt rot in your ash trees to the population
dynamics of rare beetles. This would be impossible.
Even if you do not have a formal monitoring system you
will already be doing a lot of monitoring, perhaps
without even realising it. The advantage of formalising
the system is that it will be more effective in the long
run. By recording the results of your monitoring you will
make them accessible when you come to review your
management plan and accessible to your successors who
will be managing the woodland in the future.
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Site sensitivity
Special areas and features (see Special Areas and
Features checklist in Section 4) will need more careful
attention than other areas. Identify which sites are
particularly sensitive, and why. This will help you to focus
on exactly what management and monitoring is needed
there. The key is to keep your monitoring simple but
effective. Where your sensitive site concerns biodiversity,
try to focus on the habitat level as far as possible.
Example
You have a wet area in your woodland where a local
naturalists society identified a rare plant which
depends on the boggy habitat. The habitat is unusual
in the area and is probably ancient. The key features of
the habitat are its wetness, lack of trees and resultant
fauna and flora.
Your management aims to preserve the habitat in a
favourable condition – so you want to keep the area
boggy and open. Your management plan for the site
reflected this and included plans for the careful
removal of plants and trees if they began to invade the
site. To carry out the plan you need to visit the site now
and again to take a look. In other words, monitoring
this sensitive site is part of your management plan.
When you visit the site you can make sure the site is
not being invaded and check the area is not drying up.
If it is, then perhaps you need to carry out some work
on the site before any permanent damage is done. If it
is not then you can tick off achievement of another
management objective for the year and incidentally
show your certifier that you are in control of the
situation.

Enterprise size
In general, the larger an enterprise the more financially
feasible it is to implement more detailed monitoring
programmes throughout the woodland. Small
enterprises may suffer greater financial constraints, but
the owner/ manager of a single small woodland may also
be more familiar with the detail of that woodland. Small

woodland owners are not expected to implement
complex ecological surveys. In deciding the appropriate
level of monitoring for a given woodland, however, the
other factors detailed above and below should also be
considered.
Intensity of operations
Where the intensity of operations in a particular
woodland is low, the need for monitoring will be lower
too. Two woodland owners could be managing very
similar woodlands, but have different monitoring
requirements, depending on the intensity of their
management.
Example
In similar woodlands, one owner has based her
harvesting plans on achieving the maximum mean
annual increment possible from the site. As a result
there is an intensive programme of thinning and
harvesting.
The other owner is managing less intensively, with a
view to developing a multi-layered forest structure.
Felling is by selecting groups and trying to achieve
natural regeneration.
When it comes to monitoring, the first owner will need
to pay much closer attention to the impacts of the
management on any sensitive sites in the woodland –
the potential for damage is greater. The manager
would also need to collect accurate data on the yield of
thinnings and the volume of standing timber
remaining, for example – if the yield has been
exceeded in one year, this will have an impact on the
expected yield in subsequent years.
The second manager does not need to invest so much
effort in monitoring sensitive sites, especially if the
harvesting does not take place in their vicinity. It would
be acceptable for a small woodland owner/manager to
monitor harvesting plans on the basis of the area
expected to be felled each year, rather than on
detailed estimates of yield. However, this manager will
need to keep field notes on the success of the
techniques for natural regeneration – is natural
regeneration being achieved? What gap size was most
effective?

Example
An owner/manager of a 10 ha woodland would not,
for example, be expected to hire a professional to carry
out biodiversity monitoring surveys or forest design
work. In the previous example of a wetland area, the
small woodland manager could follow the procedure
described above and make clear, dated notes in a field
note book and this would suffice.
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The manager of a total of 5000 ha of woodland, on the
other hand, has to keep an eye on a much wider
variety of sites and issues. The manager would be
expected to undertake the same monitoring as in the
example above, but as part of a formalised and routine
programme of monitoring visits. The inspector would
be looking not for a single field notebook, but for a
written policy and procedure for site monitoring,
covering all sensitive sites in the management area.
A professional biologist might be employed to
undertake more detailed surveys of all biodiversity
special sites in the woodland and to monitor the
overall achievement of biodiversity objectives.

What to monitor
The steps below will help you decide what you need to
monitor and how to go about it:
• Think about your management objectives.
• Look at the list of ‘sensitive’ areas you have
identified during the assessment of your woodland
(Special Areas and Features checklist).
• What do you need to know? – i.e. why are you
going to monitor something?
• Identify the key aspects, areas or features that will
tell you what you want to know.
• Consider when you are going to monitor (this will
not always matter, but is worth considering in case
it does).
• Decide how you are going to record things – in a
field note book, with a standardised record sheet,

or in some other way (taking photos of sensitive
sites at the same time each year can be a quick
and useful technique – if so, don’t forget to write
details on the back of the photo).
When you have answered these questions, note down
your answers – this is your monitoring plan.

Finally, some do’s and don’ts for successful
monitoring
DO:
• Keep it simple.
• Choose methods that answer your questions.

A monitoring plan

• Check that you are meeting your objectives.

The certifier will want to see a written plan for
monitoring that is consistent with the management
objectives, the sensitivity of the site, the enterprise scale
and the intensity of operations.

• Monitor when

The plan does not have to be long and complicated.
Writing it down should make you focus on what you are
going to do and why.

• Identify key ‘indicators’ where you can.

Such a plan could take the form of a simple statement of
intent. This could include how often supervisory visits
and management visits will take place and what will be
checked for each type of operation or special site. If a
long term study is being undertaken (by the manager, or
by another group) the plans for such a study could be
included in the monitoring plan.
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- it is important that a site doesn’t change
- it is important that a site DOES change.

• Make use of your results.

DON’T
• Over-complicate.
• Monitor for the sake of monitoring.
• Monitor when change (or the lack of it) is not
important.

Recording information

• Try to monitor everything.

When monitoring information is recorded the certifier
will want to ensure that records are kept in a form that
enables them to be used in the long term. A Monitoring
Template (see Section 4) has been produced to help you
monitor your woodland.

• Lose your records.
• Review your management plan without reviewing
your monitoring results.

The UKWAS Standard requires you to produce a
monitoring summary at least once every 5 years. This
does not need to be a lengthy document, particularly in
the case of small woodlands. The Monitoring Summary
Template (see Section 4) will help you to produce a
summary of your notes from previous years.
You do not have to use the monitoring and summary
templates if you don’t want to – they are there to help,
but are not compulsory!
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This section contains checklists and templates to help
you with your management planning and site
monitoring.
The following checklists and templates have been
prepared:
• Special Areas and Features Checklist
• Operational and Site Monitoring Template
• Management Records Template
• Five Year Monitoring Summary Template
• Record of Chemical Purchase Template
• Record of Chemical Use Template
The checklists are for guidance only and are not
necessarily a complete fulfilment of legal obligations.

Special Areas and Features Checklist
Introduction
Throughout the UKWAS Standard reference is made to
‘special sites’ or ‘special areas and features’. The
following checklist will help you to identify areas in your
woodland that should be considered as special.
Each special area or feature listed is followed by 3 boxes
to tick: ‘Yes’, ‘no’ or ‘not sure’. If you are not sure you
should seek further clarification, from, for example, the
Forestry Practice Guides, FC Guidelines, your local
planning authority or a local wildlife trust etc where
appropriate.
The Standard recognises that the identification of special
areas and features is an on-going process. You do not
need to identify all such areas immediately before
certification; this must however occur before any
operations take place in a given area.
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Special Areas and Features Checklist
Look through the following list and tick the appropriate box next to
each item in the checklist. You may also want to add other information
such as the location of the area or feature.
1. Particularly Sensitive Areas

Yes
Site of Special Scientific Interest
Area of Special Scientific Interest
Proposed Site or Area of Special
Scientific Interest
Special Protection Area (SPA)
Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
Proposed SPA or SAC
National Nature Reserve
Local Authority Conservation Area
Other Conservation Area
Environmentally Sensitive Area
Ramsar Sites

Particularly Sensitive Areas where
landscape should be carefully
considered

National Park
The Norfolk Broads
New Forest Heritage Area
World Heritage Site
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
National Scenic Area
Tree Preservation Orders

2. Ecology
Rare or Special Species

Rare or special species

Rare or special species are those that
may be listed in a local Biodiversity
Action Plan, Red Data Book or similar
list. Some counties/regions have
compiled a local Red Data Book and
Biodiversity Action Plan; many may still
be working on producing them.
Different agencies have undertaken
the process in different places. To find
out the situation in your area contact
one of the following: Your local
wildlife Trust; the local office of the
Statutory Conservation Agency or your
local authority (Contact details in
Annex 4).
Habitats

Ancient semi-natural woodland
Other semi-natural woodland
Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites
(PAWS)
Any features of semi-natural woodland
remaining in PAWS
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No

Not Sure

Yes
PAWS scoring 1 or 2 in the
environmental gain matrix of (draft) FC
Practice Guide: The Restoration of
Native Woodland on Ancient
Woodland Sites.

Woodland margins and hedges
Rides and open ground
Veteran trees
Valuable or diverse wildlife communities

No

Not Sure

4
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Breeding sites
Feeding areas
Habitats of notable species e.g. badgers
Lowland heath
Unimproved grasslands
Peatlands covered by FC Forests and
Peatlands Policy
3. Water

Water courses
Ponds
Lakes
Wetland habitats, e.g. bogs, water meadows

4. Landscape

All ‘Particularly Sensitive Areas where
landscape should be carefully considered’
detailed above
Areas prominent from settlements
Areas prominent from busy roads
Rock exposures
Groups of trees on hilltops
Historic landscapes e.g. parkland
Pattern of surrounding woodland and
open space

5. Cultural features

Public rights of way
Permissive footpaths
Prominent viewing points
Forests featured in literature/of artistic
significance
Woodlands managed under traditional
systems

6. Archaeological features

Scheduled Monument
Historical features and archaeological sites
(whether scheduled or not e.g. burial
mounds, wood banks and ditches marking
ancient woodland boundaries)
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Operational
and Site
Monitoring
Template

O P E R AT I O N A L A N D S I T E M O N I T O R I N G
Date:
Compartment number or
Area Name:
Reason for monitoring –
e.g. supervise operation,
check work completed,
check vulnerable site

O B S E R VAT I O N S A N D N O T E S
e.g. Description of operation (e.g. clearfell, selective fell, thinning, coppicing, replanting)
Special measures being taken to protect site
Safety equipment in use
Description of ecological indicator (e.g. presence of standing water, presence of encroaching scrub,
rhododendron, pest damage, etc.)
Person or people carrying out the work:
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FIVE YEAR MONITORING SUMMARY
Period:
Compartment number or
Area Name:

Five year summary/notes
e.g. Volume of yield by product category/species;
Notes of impacts on site or notes for future management of site
Major changes to site
New features created, e.g. glades, footpaths, wider rides
Pests/diseases/invasive plants
Objectives met/not met

4
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Five Year
Monitoring
Summary
Template
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Management
Records
Template
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MANAGEMENT RECORDS
Management Year:
Compartment
number or
Area Name:

Operation
e.g. Clearfell; selective fell;
thinning; coppicing;
replanting; cutting verge

Area
(ha)

Date
work
started

Date
work
completed

Results/notes
e.g. Volume of yield by
product category/species;
Notes of impacts on site or
notes for future management
of site

RECORD OF CHEMICAL PURCHASE
Date

Brand
e.g. Roundup Pro Biactive;

Active ingredient
e.g. Glyphosate

Quantity
NB: State unit,
e.g. kg or litre

Where stored
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Record of
Chemical
Purchase
Template
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RECORD OF CHEMICAL USE
Chemical (brand)

Reason for use

Date

Non-chemical alternative and other chemical
alternatives considered

Compartment number or Area Name

Reason for selecting chemical rather than
non-chemical or other chemical alternative

Quantity used
(undiluted)
NB: State unit,
e.g. kg or litre

Application
equipment
e.g. knapsack

Checklists and
Templates

Record of
Chemical Use
Template
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Dilution or
other mixing

Pattern of
application
e.g. spot
application

Applied by

Notes
e.g. weather
conditions,
spillage or
accidents

Annexes

Annex 1:
Glossary of Terms

Accreditation

The guarantee, by an accreditation body, that certification bodies’ practices and standards
meet its requirements.

Audit Protocol

The Joint Audit Protocol was the name given to the UKWAS Standard document prior to
the naming of UKWAS.

Certification

The issuing of a certificate by a certification body stating that a woodland has been
audited against a stated standard and has met all the requirements.

Certification body

The body that audits woodlands against a stated standard and issues a certificate stating
the standard has been met.

Chain of custody

The channel through which products are distributed, from their origin in the forest to
their end-use.

Compartment

A numbered or named smaller area of woodland within the woodland as a whole.

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

International, non-profit, forest accreditation organisation. It is an association of
members.

Group certification

Where 2 or more forest owners become certified together as a group. This cuts the cost
of certification.

Guidance Notes

The third column of the UKWAS Standard giving further information to the auditor and
forest manager on how the requirements should be applied in practice.

Means of Verification (MoV)

The second column of the UKWAS Standard; MoVs suggest the type of objective
evidence the auditor should consider in order to verify that the requirement is being met.
The stated MoVs are not exclusive or exhaustive.

Non-conformance

When a requirement of the stated standard is not met. Non-conformances can be either
major or minor. Major non-conformances mean that a certificate cannot be issued.
Certificates can be issued in the case of a minor non-conformance on the condition that
the requirements are fully met within a stated time period.

Resource Manager certification

The certification manager’s systems are certified by a certification body. Woodlands
managed by the resource manager to the stated certification standard gain certification.

Silvicultural system

The system of tending and regenerating woodlands and harvesting their physical
products.

Surveillance visit

The monitoring visit the certification body makes, usually annually, during the 5 years
duration of the certificate to ensure that the certification standard continues to be met.

Sub-compartment

A smaller numbered or named area within a compartment (see above).

UK Forest Standard

The Government’s approach to sustainable forestry. Available from the FC or DANI.

UK Accreditation Service

The UK’s national accreditation body covering all types of certification bodies.

UK Woodland Assurance Scheme
(UKWAS)

An independent certification scheme developed by a wide range of
organisations including the FC, FSC, TGA, WWF, Forestry Industry Council
and Friends of the Earth.

United Nations Conference on
The world summit on the environment and development held in Rio de
Environment and Development (UNCED) Janeiro in 1992. Also known as the ‘Earth Summit’.
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Windthrow hazard

The FC technical assessment of risk from wind based on climate, topography, site
conditions and tree height.

Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS)

A scheme administered by the FC or DANI to give grants to create new woodlands and
manage existing ones.

Yield Class

An expression of growth rate. It is an estimate of the maximum mean annual increment
of stem volume per hectare per year.

Annex 2:

Annex 3:

List of Acronyms

References

CAR

Corrective Action Request

DANI

Department of Agriculture, Northern Ireland

Contact details for the organisations which published the
following reference materials are given in Annex 4.

EU

European Union

FC

Forestry Commission

FSC

Forest Stewardship Council

NSWA

National Small Woods Association

OS

Ordnance Survey

TGA

Timber Growers Association

UKAS

UK Accreditation Service

UKWAS

UK Woodland Assurance Scheme

UNCED

United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development

WGS

Woodland Grant Scheme

WWF

World Wide Fund for Nature

See UKWAS Standard Appendix 1 for full list of references
relating to the Standard.
Ancient Woodland:
1. Inventory of ancient woodland.
Published by and available from the Countryside Council for
Wales, Scottish Natural Heritage & English Nature. The
inventory is reviewed regularly. It is published in
county/region volumes. There is no inventory for Northern
Ireland
2. Guidelines for Identifying ancient woodland. (1996)
Published by and available FREE from English Nature.
3. Management choices for ancient woodland, getting it right.
(1998)
Published by and available FREE from English Nature.

The Management Planning Process
1. Site Management Planning – A Guide. (1998)
Published by and available from the Countryside Agency.
£12.50
2. Small Woods Information Pack (1998)
Published by and available from the National Small Woods
Association.
3. Caring for Small Woods
By Ken Broad. Published by Earthscan.
Available from bookshops.
4. Tall Trees and Small Woods
By William Mutch. Published by Mainstream.
Available from bookshops.
5. Site management plans for nature conservation, a working
guide (1991)
Published by the Nature Conservancy Council and available
FREE from English Nature.
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Annex 4:
Useful Addresses

UKWAS Support Unit
Room 402
Forestry Commission
231 Corstorphine Road
Edinburgh EH12 7AT
Tel: 0131 314 6350
Fax: 0131 314 6500
Email: ukwas@forestry.gov.uk
The Forestry Industry Council
5 Dublin Street
Edinburgh EH1 3PG
Tel: 0131 556 0186
Fax: 0131 556 0190
E-mail: ficgb@aol.com
Forest Stewardship Council UK Working
Group
Unit D, Station Building
Llanidloes
Powys SY18 6EB
Tel: 01686 413916
Fax: 01686 412176
Email: fsc@fsc-uk.demon.co.uk
National Small Woods Association
3 Perkins Beach Dingle
Stiperstones
Shropshire SY5 0PF
Tel: 01743 792644
Fax: 01743 792655
Email: nswa@woodnet.org.uk
Timber Growers Association
5 Dublin Street Lane South
Edinburgh EH1 3PX
Tel: 0131 538 7111
Fax: 0131 538 7222
E-mail: tga@timber-growers.co.uk
WWF 95+ Group
Branksome House
Filmer Grove
Godalming
Surrey GU7 3AB
Tel: 01483 419266
Fax: 01483 427965

Certification Bodies
SGS Forestry
Qualifor Programme
Oxford Centre for Innovation
Mill Street
Oxford OX2 0JX
Tel: 01865 202345
Fax: 01865 790441
Email: forestry@sgsgroup.com
Soil Association
Woodmark
Bristol House, 40-56 Victoria Street
Bristol BS1 6BY
Tel: 0117 914 2435
Fax: 0117 925 2504
Email: wm@soilassociation.org
Certification bodies currently
seeking accreditation for forest
certification:
BM Trada Certification
Office 30
Stirling Business Centre
Wellgreen Place
Stirling FK8 2DZ
Tel: 01786 462122
Fax: 01786 474412
Email: bmtrada@ttlchiltern.co.uk
UKFQC
Craigs House, 82 Craigs Road
East Craigs
Edinburgh EH12 8NJ
Tel: 0131 317 2500
Fax: 0131 317 1872
Email: pbrown@sfqc.co.uk
Government Forestry
Departments
NB: Only for enquiries about
publications, the new Long Term Plan
scheme, the Woodland Grant Scheme,
Felling Licences or the Dedication
Scheme. It usually best to call your local
office, ask for details of yours. Please do
not make enquiries about certification
to the FC or DANI.
DANI Forest Service
Dundonald House
Upper Newtownards Road
Belfast BT4 3SB
Tel: 01232 520100
Tel: 01232 525372 (publications)
Fax: 01232 524570
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Forestry Commission
231 Corstorphine Road
Edinburgh EH12 7AT
Tel: 0131 314 6322 (enquiries & free
publications)
Tel: 01329 331345 (priced publications)
Conservation/Countryside
Agencies (Statutory)
NB: It is always best to call your local
office. Ask the head-offices listed below
for regional office details.
Countryside Council for Wales
Plas Penrhos
Ffordd Penrhos
Bangor
Gwynedd LL57 2LQ
Tel: 01248 385500
Website: www.ccw.gov.uk
Countryside Agency
John Dower House
Crescent Place
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL50 3RA
Tel: 01242 521381
Publications: 01604 781848
Covers England. Responsible for
conserving and enhancing the
countryside, including the designating
and overseeing the management of
National Parks and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.
English Nature
Northminster House
Peterborough
PE1 1UA
Tel: 01733 455100/455101 (enquiries)
Email: enquiries@english-nature.org.uk
Website: www.english-nature.org.uk
Responsible for the conservation of
fauna and flora and their habitats.
Environment and Heritage Service
Natural Heritage
Commonwealth House
35 Castle Street
Belfast BT1 1GU
Tel: 01232 546533
Email: ehs@nics.gov.uk

Scottish Natural Heritage
12 Hope Terrace
Edinburgh EH9 2AS
Tel: 0131 447 4784
Fax: 0131 446 2277
Website: www.snh.org.uk
Agencies for Conservation of
Monuments and Buildings (Statutory)
NB: It is always best to call your local
office. Ask the head-offices listed below
for regional office details.
CADW - Welsh Historic Monuments
Crown Building
Cathays Park
Cardiff CF1 3NQ
Tel: 01222 500200
English Heritage
Portland House
Stag Place
London SW1E 5ZS
Tel: 0171 973 3000
Environment and Heritage Service
Built Heritage
5-33 Hill Street
Belfast BT1 2LA
Tel: 01232 543006
Historic Scotland
Longmore House, Salisbury Place
Edinburgh EH9 1SH

Conservation and Biodiversity
Bodies
Biodiversity Action Plan Secretariat

Ordnance Survey
Enquiry line: Tel: 01703 792913
Fax: 01703 792535

NB: For general and national
information. Contact your local Wildlife
Trust (see below) for local information.
Tel: 0117 987 8974
Website: www.jncc.gov.uk/ukbg
National Biodiversity Network (NBN)
NB: Information best accessed via the
website. The catalogues of
surveys/information are still under
development and at time of press are
not complete. The NBN covers the
whole of the UK.
NBN Secretariat:
c/o The Joint Nature Conservation
Committee
Monkstone House, City Road
Peterborough PE1 1JY
Tel: 01733 562626
Fax: 01733 555948
Email: nbn@jncc.gov.uk
Website: www.nbn.org.uk
RSPB
Dunedin House
25 Ravelston Terrace
Edinburgh EH4 3TP
Tel: 0131 311 6500
Fax: 0131 311 6569

Tel: 0131 668 9600
The Wildlife Trusts
NB: Ask for details of your local trust.
National Office
The Green
Witham Park
Waterside South
Lincoln LN5 7JR
Tel: 01522 544400
Email: wildlifersnc@cix.compulink.co.uk
Website: www.wildlifetrust.org.uk
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